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Qatar-Turkey ties getting stronger at all levels

Relations between Qatar and Turkey are constantly growing particularly when compared to the tles with other countries. Qatar's Ambassador to Turkey, Salem bin
Mubarak Al 5hafi, and Turkey's Envoy to Qatar Ahmet Demirok speaking to Mohammed Osman of The Peninsula about a wide range of bilateral topics & future prospects.

ow do you assess the
Qatari- Turkish relations
comparing to the past

We look at the bilateral relations
of the two countries in a very pos
Itive way and they are on the right
track. We always seek to mainizin
momentum of the exising relations
to achleve comman sirategic goals
which we are aspiring io achieve. If
we compare the current relations to
the situation five to ten years ago, we
will note the big differences. (Jatar
Turkish relatlon today Is stronger
than ever, thanks o the wise vislon
of the Emir H H 5helkh Tamin bin
Hamad Al Thanl and the Turkish
President Recep Tayylp Erdogan.
HRelations between the two countries
are constantly growing partculardy
when compared to relations with
other countries In the world. The
Emir’s visits io Turkey is ane of the
Indicators. “The Emir visited Turkey
since 2003 untl yesterday. These vis
lisare the highest comparing o his
vlsit to other countries, not ko men
tion visiis of Ministers and senlor
officlaks”

President Erdogan also visited
(Jatar efght times, six of them as &
president and twi as prime minister
and the last visit was In November.
Our relation 15 based on solid ground
of principals, values and common
Interests. Cooperation and coord]
natlon at local. regional and global
levels and In different flekds has
boosted confidence. The Supreme
Strategic jint commitiee was estab
lished in 20 and since then it has
made great contribotlon o boost tes
and Institutlonzlise cooperation and
speed up the process of achlevement
of goals.

Regarding the Supreme Strategic
Committee, when it is going tohold
its second meeting and whal will be
discassed?

Asyou know the commitiee held
1i= first meeting in Doha last year at
the level of leadership. The meet
Ing was very positive and fruitful
and around 16 bilzteral agreements
were signed_ The agreements covered
multiple sectors including security,
banks, financial, education, health,
Information, chieve, fransport and
energy. The second meeting will be
hield In Ankara and will witness sign
Ing of several agreements. Thereare [5
agreements, memorandum of under-
standing, and protocols being prepared
since the first meeting,

These agreements will cover
varlety of areas such as culture,
youth and sports, health, medi
cal, aviations, justice, environment,
energy. management of free zone,
Investments, customs, recrultment
of manpaower, humantarian cooper:
atlon and miliary. We are working
hard to finalise these agreements and
forward them to the meeting of the
higher strateglc commitiee at lead
ership in Ankara and most probahly
before the end of this year (Novem
ber of December). The meeting will
be preceded by technical meetings
of concerned senjor officlals and

Salem bin Mubarak Al Shafi, Qatar's Ambassador to Turkey.

minksters In order to prepare for the
summit

How do pou see the invesiment
anud economic reluotion of the two
couniries?

Our economic and trade wit
nessed significani development
during the last decade but sill we
aspire for more under the excellent
political relations of our cooniries.
The two countrles have economic
patentlals and wealth which requires
them to have the highest level of
complemeniary economic pariner
ship. Commerclally, we are seeking
to ratse the trade volume o § 5hn,
along with efforis o boost investment
focusing on priority areas such con
struction and contracting. energy.,
banks, industry and transporiztion
The expected iInvestment will be In
tens of billions of dollars. Some of
these Investments faced delay as huge
Investments need to be well siudied
before signing agreements.

What is the mature of (Qatarl
tnvestments in Turkey, is it only
government or there is also pri-
vt seclor fmvesiments?

(atzr] investments In Tarkey are
varied and focused on vital seciars,
feasible and In areas representing
added value io the economy of the
two states. These Investments are not
only governmental, but there are many
(Qatari businessmen who are running
thelrown invesiments In nfrastruciare
projects, servioes and fourlsm secior

Wht is position of energy in the
relation of the two coumries™
As Qatar ks one of the major play

ers In the area of energy In the region
and the world especially in produc

tion and exports of LNG. Turkey 1s
economically emerging state and
energy 15 a key element in economic
advance and prosperity. Both sides
gives much importance o develop
their cooperation in the area of
energy. whether by exporting LNG
to Turkey or encouraging (atarl
Investment In Turkey In the field
of energy. We have the potential to
effectively contribute to the devel

opment of energy secior in Tarkey.
Increasing LNG export to Turkey and

the possibility of storing gas Turk
I1sh facilitles were discussed after the
higher strategic commitiee finished
Itsmeeting In the past year.

In light of the agreements signed
with Turkey, is there Qutard plan o
establish educational and cultural
Imstitutions in Turkey?

Yes in 2015 Qatar and Turkey
signed cultural cooperation probo
ol then we have made great effort to
make the (Qatari - Turkish cultural
year features cultural activitles In
both countries. Thanks to Allah that
we made significant success. “It was
unprecedented advance but still there
are more efforts needed In this regard
and that 15 what we are preparing for
the cultural agreements to be signed
soon”. There are also joint cultural
and educational projects working on,
but there are some educational instt
tutkons that have been established
In Tarkey with Quatarl initlative and
will be open soon. Turkey has opened
Yunis Amra Instituie in Doha toteach
Turkish language and both sides are
encouraging such cultural projects
and we expect more in the future.

Wht is the volume of (atari- Tirk-
Ish cooperation in humanitarian
aspect, in particular supporting
Syrian refugees in Turkey?

Inthe humanitarian aspects there
15 great cooperation between the wo
couniries In partioular support devoted
in Syrian refegees in Turkey or dis
placed In side Syrian. [t 1s our duty and
commiiment i support the Syrian as
much & we can under the corrent cri
sts. In 2014 Qatar donated S20m i the
Joant humeanitartan fund of the Human
Itartan Affalrs Office &t UN as major
supporters of the fund. Qatar also
donated $100m at the 4th Conference
of Syria donators held In London Feb
ruary 2006, The (atar support to the
Syrian refupees since the crisis com
mence of the crisis has reached $1.50n.
Turkey ts currenthy hosting 2.5 million
Syrizn around J00,000 s H00,000 of
them are lIving In 25 refuges camps
distributed in ten Turkish wwns. This
fact has made Turkey a point of atirac
thon b humanitarian effonts and Qatarl
charities ke Qiatar Red Crescent, Qatar
Charity, RAF, Exd Charlty and others.

atari-Turkish relations

have witnessed significant

adveances over the past few

- And many bilateral agree-

ments were signed in different

areas. What are the most fmportant

agTEeTenis in terms of promoding

the sirategic relations between the
o coumirles?

Relations between Turkey and
(Jatar are flawless and getting stronger
at all leveds. Our ties are rooted deeply
inowr shared cubiure and history. We
enjoy an outstanding, dynamic relation
ship. [t 1s hased on a solld foundation
of mutual respect and a spirkt of coop
eration. Official vislis have been
supporting this trend. You know that
President Erdogan was In (atar las
December In the coarse of this visk, we
held the First Meeting of Turkey-(atar
Supreme Strategic Commities, where oar
ministers had the chance o talk about
bilzteral relations and how o Improve
them. We have signed I7 agreements In
this event on economic, cubiural, edu
calton, energy. lechnology, scence,
visa exemption and miliary coopera
tion areas. All of these agreements are
Important In their capacity. All of them
are coverlng areas that have a great
potenttal for our relations.

What is the role being played by
Turkey in implementation of infra-
siructure projects in Quiar and FIFA
World Cup 2022

Turkish construction companies
constitute the driving force of Turk
Ish Investments to Qatar. There are
64 Turkish companies operating In
(atar and 36 of them are In con
structlon business. | am proud to see
Turkish constraction companles going
from strength to strength in Qatar.
They assumed 119 projects so far,
which corresponds to 515 1bn. Among
these projects, Museum of lslamic
Aris, New Dioha Infernational Atrpart,
Qatar National Conventlon Center,
Salwa Road, North Road, ResLaffan
i Mesaleed Gas Plpeline project and
(Qatargas Onshore Facilities are the
mist prominent ones. Particularly for
Wonld Cup 2022, twe Turksh contractor
companles have signed a $4.4bn con
tract to deliver the Gold Line of Doha's
new metro. They are bullding more
than 30km of unnels and 13 stations
on the line. Besides, Hassan Al Tha
wadl, Secretary General of the Supreme
Committee for Delivery and Legacy has
paid a visit io Turkey |ast March. Dur
Ing his wisit, he had a chance io observe
capabilities of Turkish engineering and
construction companes in the fekd. We,
a5 Turkish public and private sector, are
ready o assist (atar in every fiekd io
miake Qatar Wiorld Cup 2022 as the best
World cup organization ever.

What is the nature of Turkish
tnvesiment in Qatar and is there
similar Qatari investment in
Turkey?

As | said, construction sector in
(atar s the number one sector Turk
tsh caplial and expertise are sought
for. OF course, the brotherly rela
tions between Turkey and Clatar
maotivate the two nations to deepen
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their business and trade relations.
Investment opporiunkties In ourcon

tries are also important. | am glad o
say that our economic tes are getting
sironger each day. Bilaweral trade wol

ume of rwo counirles was neardy 51.3bn
In 2005 The exparts of Turkey io Qatar
was 5423m and imports of Tarkey from
(Jatar was $335m. Yet, this does not
reflect the true poientizls of our coun

tries. There ts:stlll room to advance our
trade relations. We percelve that, Tur

key and Qatar, as key players In the
giobal markets, share commaon Inter

ests and opportunities. In this context,
1n the bikieral economic relations per:

spective, construction. energy, health,
‘agriculiure secioes and plastic and alumi

num Industries have particular potential
for cooperation. Qatar has Invesied in
several projects In Turkey, primarily
In the rezl estate, banking and media
seciors. (Jatar has bought rwo of the
bégpest banks in Turkey. Turkey, with
Its updated, modernised and simple
legal framework for forelgn Investors
offers ample opportunities for Qatari
businessmen. We expect o see more
Datar Investment In Turkey. In erms
of direct forelgn investment In Turkey,
(atar s among top 20

Recently the two countries signed
a military agreement. What is the
mature and aim of this agreement
and does it seek the Turkish mili-
tary presence in Qutar?

Turkey and (Jatar face common
problems and we are both very con
cerned about developments and
uncertainty In the region. We confront
common enemies and at this critical
time fior the Middle East, cooperation
between Turkey and Qatar is vital
Corollary fo this, military relations
between our couniries ane continu
ously getting stronger. We have signed
an agreement In 2014 and as part of
this agreement Turkey will estab
lish a military base in Clatar. Some of
Turkish troops are currently in Qatar
and more ground troops will be sta
tiomed at the base, as well as air and
naval unis, military trainers and spe
clal operations forces. The base will
primarily serve as a venue for train
Ing and joint exerclses. Stability of the
GGulf1s an Important priorty for Tar
key. I believe this base will support

this palicy. It will also be an Impor:
tant foothold for Turkey and Qatar in
thelr regional cooperation

Many western countries have
estnblished health and education
institutions tn Qatar. Sl we have
not seen any Turkish hospital or
university in (atar. Is there any
Juture plan in this regand®

Yes, there s Turkish hospital and
schiool are not future plans any more,
we are ahout to realize them. Weare
planning in open up the first Turkish
schoal in Doha in Seplember 2016. We
have started registration for the 3006-2017
schood year | am confident that with its
hitgh quality, Tarkish School will contrib
uie i the guality of education sysiem
In (atar. Moreover, Yumes Emre Turk
Ish Cubtural Cenier in Doha, which was
opened kst December, signed an agree
mend with Qatar University o lannch a
Turcology programme at the unhersity.
We hope the programme will siart this
year. Besides, the first Tarkish hoepital is
also going o be opened at the end of this
summer. [t will be a full-fedped privase

hospital with & hundred bed capacity.

How Turkey views the Syrian ref-
ugee crisis, if the Syrian crisis
profongs further?

Since the start of the armed con
flict in Syria Turkey pursued an “open
door” policy for Syrians without any
form of discrimination. Turkey
strictly complies with the princi
ple of non-refoulement. According
to the UNHCR, Turkey 1s the big
gest refugee-hosting couniry in the
world with almost 2.5 millon ref:
ugees or asylum-seekers. 260.000
Syrians are accommaodated In 25
temporary protection centres and
dally provided with food, non-food
Items, health and education services
as well as psychological assistance,
vocational training and soclal activ
Ithes. 1.8 million Syrians who live
outside these centres are also under
our profection reglme and they bene
fit from free medical services. Turkey
has so far spent $10bn for all these
efforts, whereas the total contribotions
we recefved bilaterally and moltlater
ally from the international communiy
5o far have been mited o 341Tm. This
5 miod sustainahle.



